
**poverty will 
always exist! 
Yes, so long as 
property does* 

p>j. Proudhon 


MAJOR BEGS THE QUEJSTION OF 

HOMELESSNESS 


F or Mr Major the homeless living in 
the streets and doorways of our 
cities are ‘offensive’ and quite 
unnecessary. His vitriolic attack on 
the youngsters among the ‘beggars’ is 
understandable. After all it was he. 
when Social Securities Minister, who 
deprived the 16-17 year old 
unemployed school leavers of any 
social security payments unless thqr 
took part in some kind of training 
scheme - which anyway could not 
absorb all the school leavers and 
doesn’t provide jobs for most at the 
end of the ‘training’. Not because they 
don’t want to work (okay, some don’t 
but the majority dcH but for the simple 
fact that the jobs are not there. And 
only an idiot cannot see that the more 
technology is directed towards 
dispensing with human labour 
unemployment must inevitably 
continue to rise. 


China calls Clinton bluff 

BUSINESS IS 
BUSINESS 

I n spite of all the evidence to show 
that Beijing’s record on human 
rights leaves much to be desired, and 
in spite of pressures from human 
rights activists. President Clinton 
dec:ided to renew its most favoured 
nation status trading privileges with 
the US and no longer link them with 
the human rights issue. 

The Chinese virtually told Mr 
Cunlon to mind his own business and 
threatened to pass on future 

Airbus ConsorUum and not to Boeing 
who value business more than 
human rights. After all. China ha^ 
been Brings biggest cus£>m" otr 
the past two years. 

And another wnsideratlon I'he US 
Commerce Secretaiy Ron Brown was 
pointing out that “China is going to ije 
spending US$600 billion on 
infrastructure projects between now 
and the year 2000, We’d like 
American companies to participate." 
We bet you would! Long live 
hypocrisy! 


The official figures have shown a 
monthly decrease, but as everybody 
by now must know, the government’s 
statistics refer only to those in receipt 
of the dole. Those wage slaves who 
have been unemployed for more than 
a year no longer exist, even as a 
statistic! 

With the Labour Party’s Mr Brown 
declaring that if returned to power 
then full employment will be their 
first priority, we wonder how they 
intend to achieve these ends (apart 
from declaring war) unless they are 
prepared to reduce the working week 
to 30 hours, ban all overtime and 
provide material incentives for 
parents to spend more time with their 
young children. 

Major and his gang who reject the 
European Union’s Social Chapter, 
which puts a limit of 48 hours on the 
working week (and he accuses the 
European ‘socialists’ of wanting to 
reduce it to 35 hours), are also 
proposing to remove the long-term 
unemployed from the dole after six 
months and that all receiving benefit 
be directed to jobs for their dole and 
a bit more - an obvious incentive to 
employers to sack full-time 
employees and take on part-timers 
for whom no national insurance, 
holiday and other charges apply. 

T o return to Major’s ‘offensive’ 
beggars who among other things 
are discouraging tourists and 
shoppers from coming and spending 
their money buying useless souvenirs 
and being ripped off anyway, and not 
by the beggars. In The Independent on 
Sunday (29th May) one learns that: 

'One In four single homeless people has 
served In the forces and a high proptutlon 
of them are sletfplng mugh, according to a 
study published this week (commissioned 
by Crlstsl " 

rhe Crisis report’s director fore<“asts 
that die number of ex-soldiers on the 
streets will grow as the government 
Implements the 17.000 redundancies 
started in 1992 as fiart of its ‘defence 
cuts‘. 

rhe Crisis report. Falling Out, uses 
data from a national study of 
slngl^ domeless actually 
by the Oepcirirnent of the Envirorvnent 
in.-it year. __ 


'It concludes that ex-service people are 
more disadvantaged than other homeless 
people. Most of those Interviewed stayed 
less than a year in their first 
acoommodaUon after leaving the forces. 
More than one-third have never had a 
settled home after leaving. 

About 70% said thqr had physical or 
mental health problems. A quarter 
suffered from depression or stress-related 
illnesses while a quarter also reported an 
alcohol-related condition. More than 40% 
had been In prison and 23% In a 
psychiatric unit. 

Even when periods of homelessness 
occurred some time after they left the 
forces, those Interviewed often traced back 
their unsettled lifestyle to the ‘culture 
shock’ of leaving. A slgrilflcant proportion 
had care backgrounds or unsettled 
childhoods before Joining up emd had no 
family to return to.' 

So much for the ‘land fit for heroes’ 
myth! 

All commentators, other than the 
government’s paid parrots, have no 
doubt that homelessness is an 
artificial creation thanks to a whole 
series of piollcies which have resulted 
in a shortage of housing, chief 
amongst them the selling off of rented 
housing which has not teen replaced 
by rented accommodation which 
(continued on page 2) 


BT PROFITS SOAR 
AND ANOTHER 15.000 
FOR THE SACK 

B ritish Telecom announced record 
pre-tax profits of £2,760 million 
for the year to the end of March and 
said it would be making a £750 
million provision for redundancy 
payments to 15,000 employees who 
would be getting the sack this year. 

'i'he company chairman Sir lain 
Vallance had his £465,000 p.a. salaiy 
boosted by a £185,000 ‘performance- 
related bonus’ and will not be getting 
the sack. 

Mark you, even the top boys are 
vulnerable these days. For instance, 
the Britton Group is taking over NMC 
for £121 million which means that 
Norman Gordon, chief executive of 
NMC. will be redundant, but his 
pay-off is £2,200,000 which should 
keep tiie wolf from the door._ 
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS freedom.1994 


T lic art market is pnxif, if needed, that there 
is plenty of cash around but in the wrong 
hands. Recently at the Serpentine Gallery a 
dead sheep preserved in a glass tank of 
fonnaldehyde was sold for £25,000. A poster 
, Keep London Going' by Man Ray for 
{ London Transport was auctioned at Christie’s 
5 last month for £26,000. A Matisse cut-out 
' (when he could no longer paint he cut out 
shapes from coloured paper and glued them 
I into semi-abstract designs) was auctioned at 
Sotheby’s for a record £9,300,000 last 
, November. The London National Gallery paid 
I £3,570,000 for a painting by the French 
I painter David. The last complete copy of 
William Blake’s Jerusalem in private hands 
H was sold at Christie’s for £617,500 to “an 
anonymous telephone bidder”! And so on and 
i f so on. But that s not all. 
i j Ridiculous things such as Charlie Chaplin's 
‘ , trademark bowler hat and cane were sold for 
£55,000 to “an anonymous British collector”. 
The former newspaper owner Eddie Shah 
secured a “1930 4.5 litre supercharged 
^ ‘Blower’ Bentley” at a Sotheby auction of 
t ‘classic cars’ for a mere £386,500. And at 
5 another Christie’s auction, this time of motor 
c car number plates, one “anonymous British 
5 buyer” paid a record £203,500 for a plate with 
J simply KINGS on it! The same buyer paid 
I £13,200 for LI ONS and £12,100 for 1 XXX. 
7 There were other lunatics with more money 
£ than they knew' what to do with at the sale. The 

1 named ^veloper of Pine Ridge Gold (Centre 
f in Ca mberley paid £52,800 for a plate with 1 
^ TEE (golfers will appreciate the man’s taste). 

I ^^he Sunday Times provides an annual 
} X supplement on the seriously richer. To be 
f included you must be worth at least £20 
J million. Perhaps what is most revealing of the 
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MAJOR BEGS THE 
QUESTION OF 
HOMELESSNESS 


(continued from page 1) 
cx)uld have easily have been provided by 
local councils with the proceeds from 
those sales and which at the same time 
would relieve some of the serious 
unemployment in the building trade. But 
the government has prevented local 
councils from using capital derived from 
council house sales for new building. As it 
is. they have also prevented some 
250,000 empty prop)erties from being 
repaired and made habitable with these 
funds. But like the fox and the sour 
grapes, they are also making life difficult 
for the squatters who have in many cases 
improved the derelict properties they have 
‘occupied*. Likewise wiUi the New Age 
Travellers - seizing and conffsraUng in 
some cases their mobile homes. 

Major and thePortiUos. Ulleys, Howards 
ct alia, are the sp>okesmen for the rich and 
‘successful* moneywise - a class or caste 
which we anarchists consider offensive 
^rid which no society professing to be 
democratic should tolerate any longer. 


So long as there are the poor, the sick, the disabled,^ the homeless and 
the unemployed in a society where a growing minority can flaunt their 
wealth while governments cut back on benefits, the social services, 
housing and education, we anarchists say it’s... 


THE RICH WHO 
ARE ‘OFFENSIVE’ 



1994 list is that whereas in 1989 they “struggled 
to find 200 names to fill it...” 

‘Today we can - and do name - 5(X) people we 
estimate to be worth £20 million or more: and there 
are many hundreds clustered just below that level 
ready to move up in the years ahead.” 

Not only does the survey find more seriously 
richer in the years of recession and 
unemployment for the rest of the community, 
but that: 

‘Those at the top have become considerably richer 
too: five years ago the lop 2(X) were worth £38 
billion between them. Today the top 200 - not the 
same 200 who were on the list in 1989 - are worth 
36% more, or £54.3 billion. So much for the 
recession.” 

There are among the 500 names 65 described 
simply as landowners who between them own 
nearly two million acres, that is the equivalent 
of a strip of Britain 50 miles wide from 
Brighton in the south to Aberdeen in Scotland! 
They include fourteen dukes, six viscounts, 
nine marquises, fifteen earls, eight lords and 
four titled owners. A few of these worthies 
own less than 10,0(X) acres but others such as 
the Duke of Buccleugh lord it over 275,000 
acres, Lord Lovat a more modest 100,0(X) 
acres, as with the Duke of Northumberland 
worth 90,000 acres. In Scotland Captain 
Alwyn Farquharson heads the clan bearing his 
name and sits on 300,000 “not very fertile” 
Highland acres. Still, a pad of 470 square 
miles to play the bagpipes or dance a reel in is 
not too bad. 

Apart from these landowners a large number 


of the seriously richer include the odd farm, 
the second or third home here and abroad 
among their hard-earned fortunes. Take for 
instance the case of Mr Alan Clark, known 
more for his Don Juanesque escapades than 
that he is worth £25 milhon towards which he 
has cotnributed very litde. The family wealth 
originated in the textile trade but was 
transformed into an arts fortune by his father. 
When he died all that Alan Clark had to do to 
pay the death duty was to sell a Turner for £7.4 
million. And it left him with a large collection 
in his Kent Castle, a 27,000 acre Sunderland 
estate, farms in Wiltshire and Dorset, as well 
as a Swiss house and oil interests. Poor man, 
how can he afford to bum the candle at both 
ends! 

W hen Major says it would cost £145 
million to keep the school-leavers off 
the streets surely our 500 seriously richer who 
are worth at least £65,000 million between 
them quite apan from loose cash in the bank 
(officially) and in off-shore tax-free havens 
(unofficially) could manage to put together the 
£145 milhon to help Mr Major clean up our 
streets? After all, only last month we were able 
to witness on television the opening night at 
the new Glyndeboume Opera House with Sir 
George Christie (himself a millionaire, thanks 
to dad, but not in the seriously richer category 
yet) thanking the invited audience who had 
generously donated the £33 million that the 
new opera house had cost. Make no mistake, 
there’s plenty of money around. The problem 
is tliat it is in tix^ few hands and no government 


has either the will or (he power to dispossess 
the rich. At most there could be a 
redistribution of wealth by taxation. In the last 
fifteen years of Tory government there is no 
esaiping the fact, as Jean Corston die Liibour 
MP for Bristol East, was able to asccruiin from 
the government's own statistics, that: 

“... the pocircsi 10%/ of families with children are 
£9 a week worse off than they were fifteen years 
ago-while the top 10% are £250 a week belter off.” 

One of Major’s arguments is that the 16-17 
yeiir old .school leavers should go on living 
with their parenLs - again showing a complete 
ignonmee of the real life problems of the poor 
and tlic unemployed fiunilies, which the rich 
don't experience since they get rid of their 
children by sending them to £12,(XX) a yeiir 
boiirding schcKils. 

We cannot resist referring to a recent court 
case where the rich reveal thcm.selves in their 
true colours. David Cocks, a millionaire (X* 
seduced Miss Hammerton who had joined his 
London chambers as his pupil aged 22 in 
1973. A year-long affair mid innexent Felicity 
was with child. He did the honourable thing 
moneywise, but didn' i bother to see his son for 
the first fourteen years of his life. He is now 
18 and more th<in ever dependent on mummy, 
and she is demanding more for her boy. In fact 
she is wanting an exu-a £17,342 a year. After 
all, his private education at a London crammer 
costs £ 11,500 a year! Mr Ccxks has offered to 
pay the college fees and £10,000 towards his 
son’s “general care” but disputes “the extent 
of extra tuition and expensive private 
psychological counselling he needs”. 

It's not that Mr Cocks can’t afford an extra 
£ 17,0(X). After all, he makes £5(X),000 as a (^C 
and of course he owns a 50 acre farm in Devon 
in addition to his £4(X),(X)0 London house. We 
are not told anything about the pictures, the 
cash in the bank, etc. 

Aren’t these really offensive, despicable 
creatures with all their wealth, status, the lot? 


Raven 35 
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Get etf rire street. 
You are an eyesore 
and a nuisance. 


Quite rij^it! 1 n iny country ^ ^ refugee, because when tlie Cold Wjr 

we sot rid of all unsightly /•, ended, the United States decide to turn all 
beggars by shootins them. 


but I'd manased to save 
a few million dollars, in 
my Swiss bank accounts 


W/elconte to Britain.!!! 
You’re die sort of immigrant 
, ^ this country needs. 


JUST OUT ♦* Tuc ucou vA/ll nr.AT 
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11th June 1994 . FREEDOM 


home news 


Top level blacklegs in BBC 
journalists strike 


I n ihe receni 24-hour strike by BBC 
journalists and technicians, which was a 
90% walk-out. pickets failed however to 
persuade leading television newscasters Anna 
Ford. Michael Buertt and Ed Stounon to join. 
Among leading journalists who helped to 
present the news were John Simpson, Robin 
Oakley, Stephen Sackur. Fcrgal Keane and 
Ken Cargill. 

Veteran BBC newsman Charles Wheeler 
contnbuted a telling rebuke to the blacklegs 
{The Guardian letters, 26th May) when he 
wrote: 

‘1 was saddened to see how many of the BBC’s 
senior joumalisis crossed the picket line on 
Tuesday. Admittedly this is not ‘their’ strike - the 
highly paid and famous have no reason to feci 
threatened by innovations like performance- 
related pay and the devolution of decisions about 


condiUons of service. But I would ask them to think 
back to the days when their professional lives were 
more of a struggle and consider where they would 
have stood on these issues when they were in their 
twenties and thirties. 

One of the reasons why I have stayed with the 
BBC for nearly 50 years is that I have always felt I 
could argue with - and even make an enemy of- 
by immediate boss, without risking my career. One 
could always move to another programme or 
department. In these days of tight markets and 
short-term contracts that’s a great deal more 
difficult. The trouble with pcrfoimance-rclatcd pay 
is that it tends to reward obedience, discourage 
non-conformism, and to put too much power into 
the hands of programme editors and middle 
managers. The fact is that thousands of BBC people 
do feel threatened by the latest reforms; I admire 
their courage in trying to stick up for themselves.” 


Through the anarchist press 



G ncf IS a coiuparaiivciy uew word - cvea 
if it ivtunds English like grave, gravitas 
and the rest, conceals iis ruling class Latin 
origin “ whereas sorrow is as old as tears, grief 
has its ptdiiical uses. The nation mourns its 
greatest son (nobody gave him a second 
thought while he was alive). Another nation (a 
republic no less) mourns the demi.se of its first 
lady queen (nobody remembers a single thing 
about her). The ex-prime minister (well, 
almost) amicmplates living in a cardboard 
box on the Strand and grieves at the unsightly 
prospect. The future contender with the 
unfortunate name of Blair remembers a once 
ambiuous novelist who rejected the same and 
cho.se Orwell as his pen-name. Bad name for 
a politician and a godsend to lampoonists 
(remember the brilliant Rooum cartoon?) the 
shepherd and his fltx'k, the faithful sheep 
blainng obedienUy. 

U ppermost in everybody’s mind is the 
coming festival season. Festival guides 
have replaced passpoas in their importance, 
and quite rightly for knowing where the thing 
is at is more important than bow to get in. 
There is always a gap in the fence. But because 
of the unwelcome attention of thugs (i.c. 
agents of government) what was openly 
advertised in the past is now given by word of 
mouth and at the shortest of notice. It is 
estimated thai over a million people attended 
these festivals last year - a population on the 
move. There arc now gatherings all over the 
country and these camps have really caught on 
in Russia. Spain and Slovenia. Those were the 
days, though, when there was an anarchist 
camp in Cornwall. Even if ideological 
differences between the French and 
Manchester comrades over the siting of 
lavatories have lost us die local farmers’ 
gotxlwill. We had the best chef reduced to 
tears by the inirtxluction of the rota system as 
he stood by waiting for his turn to stir tiic pot. 

N ote that the arming of the police in 
London was mooted by the tourist board 
to “reassure continental visitors”. The taking 
of a million pounds for one year residences is 
pan of a deal with the Mafia 


L otteries are about as interesting as religion 
for vacant minds and if the Italian method 
is going to be copied the numbers will be 
picked out of a revolving drum by young 
people especially chosen for their angelic 
loolb. That the recipients of this windfall will 
come off a list of trusted government toadies 
is saying nothing new, for the winners of the 
premium bonds of the ‘You’ve never had it so 
good’ society are evenly distributed among 
the favoured sons and daughters of SAS, MI5 
and the rest 

A nother joke is, in the worst possible taste, 
the Bill now nodded through the sleeping 
Commons nicknamed the ‘Injustice Bill’. 
This is about the worst piece of legal rubbish 
that has ever been perpetrated and will be 
given the same treatment by the enraged 
populace as the poll tax. One thing it shows is 
that the executive have run out of legal prose 
stylists, unable to cope with the imprecision 
Major Major delights in. That this last piece 
of legislation by a discredited bunch of crooks 
will never be pul into effect is little 
consolation for those who will be subjected to 
random violence given the rubber stamp of the 
law. How anybody can define music 
(prosecutable) as a succession of “repetilive 
beats” is beyond comprehension. Another bit 
of the Bill is the most ridiculous thing since 
Lex invented the law. That is what is called the 
ex parte injunction (i.e. to make accusations 
about you without you being present or 
inform^) and turf you out of your home 
within 24 hours on a bad-wishers’ say-so. 
rubber-stamped by some hireling judge after 
payment of the appropriate fee. You cannot 
legislate against homelessness, but this Bill 
actively encourages private violence to be 
used by people who do not even have the 
remotest interest in the property involved. 
And how can you legislate against repetitive 
beats? And how can you legislate against three 
village philosophers walking along the road? 
All I can say is the sooner we shall have 
anarchy the better. 

W hoever wrote the following is a far 
better writer than anybody the 
executive can produce on their pea processors: 

“Anarchitim is a definite intellectual cun'ent of 
social thought whose adherents advocate the 
abolition of economic monopolies and of all 
political and coercive institutions within society. In 
place of the capitalist economic order, anarchists 
would have a free association of all productive 
forces based upon ccKipcrativc labour, which would 
have for its sole purpose the satisfying of necessary 
requirements of every member of society.” 

Legislate against that Major Major! 

John Kety 


McLibel case to start 
27th June 


T he hbel case brought against our 
comrades Dave Morris and Helen Steel by 
the McDonald's fast food chain is set for 
hearing at the High Court, beginning 27ih 
June, li is expected to last three or four 
months, with a break for August. 

The case concerns a leaflet first issued in the 
early 1980s by London Greenpeace, an 
anarchist group whose name pre-dates that of 
Greenpeace International, by which 
McDonald’s say it has been “grcady damaged 
in trading reputation, goodwill and credit and 
brought into public scandal, odium and 
contempt”. Quite an achievement fora leaflet, 
but the trial is likely to do McDonald's more 
harm, in that regard, than the leaflet could. 

Whatever the outcome. McEKmald's will 
lose. They have no chance of recovering any 
award or any of the vast sums they have spent, 
are spending and will spend on lawyers, 
because Helen and Dave are both on income 
support. And however the judge decides, the 
facts and allegations will receive publicity 
which McDonald’s will not welcome. 

What McDonald’s would have preferred 
would have been to stop the leaflet and get the 
matter shut up. They originally sued five 
members of London Greenpeace (the group as 
such, not being a legal entity, cannot be sued) 
and dropped the case against three in return for 


apologies in court. Then they seem to have 
done everything possible within the law to get 
the case delayed and messed afK>ui. in the 
hope, it may be presumed, of wearing Dave 
and Helen down. But without success. 

Helen and Dave arc conducting their owm 
defence, as legal aid is not yet available in libel 
cases. But they have some assistance from 
unexpected sources. McDonald’s have jirgucd 
successfully that the case should be decided 
by a judge, as the details are loo icchniail for 
a jury. Dave and Helen resisted this at die 
Appeal Court iind the House of Lords, where 
Patrick Milmo QC argued the case for a jury 
without fee. 

Jeremy Corbyn MP has pul their allcgatioas 
in an Early Day Motion at the House of 
Commons, which may be rcpriniwl wiUumi 
getting done for libel oneself. Linda 
McCartney, the vegetarian food pitxxjssor, 
has given £ 1,000 towards their expenses (they 
need money to pay the travelling expenses of 
seventy witnesses, many from abroad). 

The McLibel Suppi>rt Ciunpaign calls for a 
day of action, leiifleiiing McDonald’s stores 
on 25th June, and for a picket outside the High 
Court in the Sreand from 9.3()iun to I lam. 

Further information frcMn Mcl JImjI Support 
Campaign, c/o London (;reenpeace, 5 
Caledonian Road, London Nl 9I)X. 
Telephone: 071-837 7557. 


Humanist Centre 
opened 

T he opening of a new Humanist Centre is 
an exciting advance for British 
Humanism. A single site for all the national 
Humanist organisations in this country has for 
the first time been established in central 
London. The shared headquarters of the 
British Humanist Association (BHA), the 
Nationalist Secular Society (NSS), the 
Rationalist Press Association (RPA) and the 
South Place Ethical Society (SPES) is now at 
Bradlaugh House, 47 Theobald's Road, 
London WCl. This is next to Conway Hall, 
and the two buildings will together provide 
offices and meeting rooms for the whole 
Humanist movement The national Humanist 
organisations have different origins and 
different emphases, but they cooperate closely 
for the common cause of advancing a positive 
alternative to supernatural religion, and this 
task will be made much easier in one building. 

The SPES began in 1793 as a Nonconformist 
chapel in East London, was an independent 
organisation in South Place, Moorgate, for 
more than a century, became an Ethical 
Society in 1888. and has been based at 
Conway Hall since 1929. The NSS was 
founded by Charles Bradlaugh in 1866, and 
has ever since been the most militant 
organisation in the Humanist movement The 
RPA was founded by C.A. Watts in 1899, and 
has ever since been the main publishing 
organisation in the Humanist movement The 
BHA was formed in l%3, deriving from the 
Ethical Union which began in 1896 and is the 
largest organisation of the Humanist 
movement. 

The new Humanist Centfe will be formally 
opened at middity on Tuesday 21 si June 1994, 
which is the Summer Solstice and also 
International Humanist Day. The main 
speakers will be Sir Hermann Bondi and 
Michael Fool, and representatives of the 
various Humanist organisations will be 
present. There will be an informal social 
beginning at 6.30 that evening for members 
and sympathisers (admission free by ticket 
available in advance). 

Humanist Centre, Bradlaugh House, 47 
T heobald’s Road, London WCIX BSP 


^ NEW FROM FREEDOM PRESS 

Health Service 
Vfildcat 

As It says on the front cover, “this \x 30 k Is 
dedicated to the daft doctrine that people 
trained in makins profits can run a better 
health service than people trained in canns 
for the sick“. It is the fourth book of Doryld 
Rooum's 'Wildcat’ cartoons to be published 
by Freedom Press, but the first in which 
Donald has worked with a collaborator 
Most of the hilarious scripts are by a 
well-knovs^ writer, rot an anarchist, who 
works for the National Health Service. It is rx:t 
a joke but a real fact, that the Nvriter's new 
conditions of service include the threat of 
dismissal for “causi ns the management to lose 
confidence in you as an employee'. So the 
writer has prudently elected to use a 
pen-name for this book, Victoria N. Furmurry 
When 'she' retires from the NHS, people may 
be startled to learn ‘her’ true identity. 

Meanwhile the book is as thousht* 
provoking and laughter-inducing as the other 
'Wildcat' books, and none the less so fcr 
being on a single topic 



48 pages ISBN 900384 73 5 


Freedom Press 
Bookshop 

84b Whitechapel High Stre®* 
London El 7QX 
— open — 

Monday to Friday lOanvCP" 
Saturday 10.30atn-5p'h 
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piisitiofi Buit u)oW not liiivr la.nti‘<l without llir 
iwl v;in(;i|?C‘» nf lifiruiciid »ff»*i/ijl;»nnrs ImJay 
l)if**vc purtlCf prc*'ani( tlirtnu’lvcn a,s a b;uni.-r 
dUmmi the dcfcainm of Ihc lA-aKt/f- attJ it is 
mn by chance t>i;ii Unry rn|oy a liii^h (k*>»fee oi 
MjppdfX frew the m the iinlusuial 

gft^upinz^ and elcrncntii witlim pn>grcv%ive 

cathrjhcp^w 

Abcml rwfi mf»nth% a«o a new i^ouping 
appeared. For/a Italia, led by Silvio 
Bcrlunxmi. a member f»f tbe maMinic group 
k/Ktwn for its mafia mtnguc% and lor its call 
fiyr a rcof gain nation c>f the nlate aion|t 
autfK^nlan^ Ime^. 

Bcrlowmi (one nf the nchc?il men in Italy) 
huccehhfvl thank* to the vuppon«if (he old 
politicaJ claw (nouihly Craxu former leader of 
the vxTaJi^te) who allowed him an cipen field 
m editing tcleviMon brf«idca»t.s The owns three 
television s^urms, a newspaper, various 
penodicais, financial ajmpanics and other 
eoononuc mtercstsT 

This new force puts itself forward as a bridge 
between the League and the Fasast Party (the 
MSI now (be Naiiofuil Alliance) in the south 
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m onki to Afc.iie a nght wing alu*fTU*4nc of a 
Peronisi style to ihe loll coaliiu'n 
lUtigiosMve alli.iiu'O (.SiH ial Di iutH ruts* 
t in'oiKs, viifiiHi.N P:iiJii>Ik en>ups, * 

iiiid in die cenirr die residue *>( the lt>nnei 
polnii.il estahlishincnt: the Cbrisiian 
IViihKi.iis iiKiiKling die new Pi>|XJlai Party 
mu) die Italian P;u(. 

(hven Its lu'cd lor e.\|)encnccd |X>lMicuuis, 
die I Of/a lUilia has not hesiLited to seek adit's 
Irom Ilk' old (U^liiical scene such as Casini. 
Masiella. Piru le.ulers who had seen belter 
ilays or less scrupuU^u.s opponunisis like (he 
nidical P:uinella. 

In rojility ;dl die poliuc;d progrtuuincs an? 
very siiiiilar with regard lo die economic 
smmijon: whercits ihe Iclt and the centre msist 
on maintaining a inintmum of social 
ownership and die nght reporsents the kiw of 
the imirket iuid economic liberalism as the 
solution lo id I evils, the Lciigue represents the 
real pt>puli.sin that could throw' a spiUiner in the 
works. One must remember dial die last 
government, that of the foniicr governor of die 
Biink of Italy, Cuunpi, m his attack on workers 
in both the private and public sectors had the 
support of die PDS, die League, the cenue, the 
socialists (with Berlusconi's support). 

(continued (m page 7) 


— SPAIN — 

Repression Follows Strike Action 
in Grenada, Southern Spain 


N ine members of the Spanish CNTT-AIT 
have been charged with various offences 
after their parucipauoo m the general strike of 
27th January. Having avoided various 
impended pTHOif *eiiKnce^. cafted fhr hf fhe 
goveniflient, three of them were suli kept in 
prison for 23 hours after having been arrested 
dunng the strike. 

Accused of violem activities and violations 
of public order, the anarcho-syndicaJi.sLs 
mduded the editor of the publicauon CNT, 
Job6 Lots Garcia Rua, and an English comrade 
whose expulsion was narrowly avoided. 

Tbe rcgjonaJ federauon of the CNT has 
cegamsed a sribdanty campaign. 

Basque Country 

Y et anrjther person has been charged and 
impriMined in the French pan of Ac 
ba.vjuc aiuntry - Ac scvcniicih. Karim 
CbakrfHOi was arrested, brought lo court and 
sent down on 7A .March Als year, having 
fallen fouJ of Ae laws relating lo irregular 
rcMdencc and criminal association relating lo 
tenririM acavmes. 

This latest arrest reveals Ac willingness of 
Ae stale icj keep up Ac pressure on those who 
hsr/c shown stAd^ty wiA poltucal prisoners 
001 recognised as such by Ac state. Today Ac 
Mjuenmd/Pasqua sysiem has Ac Basques in 
Aor sights m Ae same way as they had the 
Kurds not so long ago. 

C nm i n a J isc and lerronse arc Ac cAjcctivcs 
of (he fudge whr> was decorated by Ac Spanish 
govemmeot for his contribution to the 
aou-ierronst struggle. Now, we're not idiots. 
There is no documentary evidence. The 
arrestees are ntx Ae ‘bkKidAirsty terrorists' 
pomayed 1:^ those in prwer. To the great 
regret <4 the legal system Aosc in Ac dock arc 
simply Basque militants who, since Acir right 
Uj asylum were taken away, .srsighi to go 
WBderground rather Aan risk prison and 
torture on posi'Franai Spam, and the irony is 
Attf Ac locals freety gave Acir support. There 
Wifi he more Kanmsl it was the same in May 
'9'' wfK* rwetny locals were accused of 
dntdang coffee wiA m leraling a bicycle A 
Aese icmble members of F.TA, 

Smet Kinm s arrest a suppon gnaip has 
heea set up which has issued a press 


aimmuniqu^, Ae essence of which is as 
follows: 

So long as the national Basque lihfration 
rrujvement is met with torture and oppression 
"“as d reJponse'td Its demands iis militants are 
forced into exile ... This latest arrest reveals 
that despite their desire to criminalise 
oppo sition the French and Spanish states will 
ruit succeed in breaking the solidarity that 
exists between the people and active 
individuals ... The number of arrests 
derru>nstrcues the political dimension of the 
affair. Taking account of all these aspects, we 
rec^rm our solidarity with Karim and with 
all those in the same position... and call for 
immediate action. 

Contact eSNIDA 17, rue Paul-Bellamy, 
44000 Nantes 

from lx Monde IJbertaire, 27th April 1994 

Extremadura: 

call for international 
solidarity 

A fter a scries of actions taken by peasant 
groups in Extremadura there were a 
number of arrests. Most of these were at a 
dcmonsuaiu^n. but one comrade was arrested 
ai his home (wo days after the event... maybe 
because he was an anarchist? 

TTic legal process is moving along *ind most 
of (hose arrested have been freed, ;ip;in from 
(wo, one of whom is our comrade Jos6 
Paredes. 

Now his lawyer is asking for money lo 
c^mtinue working on his case and his uial is 
imminent. Wc believe that those charged will 
be sentenced for their opposition to the 
agncultural policies of the local government. 

This is why the collective Paideia and Los 
Adcifas are calling for solidarity from 
anarchists and anarcho-syndicaljsts to help 
defray the aists of the legal expenses and so 
ihat our aimradc should not have to piay the 
personal cost of a prison sentence. 

You can send donations, for example 
international postal orders, to: Collectif 
Paldela, apartado 133, 06800 Merida^ 
Spain. 

from Monde IJbertaire^ 27th April 1994 
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A s it is a century and a half since a small 
group of workers started the Rochdale 
Society of Equitable Pioneers, the first viable 
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— ANARCHIST NOTEBOOK — 

Those Talking Co-op 

Blues 


co-operaiive society, I was asked by the 
journal Co-op Commonweal to contribute to a 
symposium responding to the question 
‘Should we be celebrating 150 years of 
Rochdale a>-operation or are" the ideals of the 
co-operative movement no longer relevant?’ 

1 don t know how other readers would 
respond to such a question. Personally while 1 
don’t follow co-op politics and have never 
exercised my vote in the succession of retail 
co-op societies to which 1 have belonged. I’m 
aware of belonging to a co-op family and can 
rattle off my grandmother’s co-op number as 
well as my mother’s. My mother-in-law was 
a feminist heroine of the Women’s 
Co-operative Guild. We get our groceries 
every Friday from the local co-op, and when I 
examine my wardrobe I fmd that everything 
that doesn’t come from the charity shop is 
either from Ipswich Co-op or Marks & 
Spencers. (When these multiple retailers 
embarked on their big post-war expansion 
years ago, they searched the country for the 
brightest managers of co-op stores and offered 
to double their wages. This offended the lay 
management committees of the retail societies 
who clung, not to equality but to an acceptable 
differential, and consequently forfeited a lot of 
marketing expertise.) 

Perhaps it is the inevitable collision between 
market wisdom and coop ideals that makes 
me one of the indifferent majority of co-op 
members when it comes to the pohtical side of 
the movement. Certainly I have been repelled 
in the Lxxidon Co-operative Society’s past, by 
noting how the faction of the former 
Communist Party adopted the technique of 
prolonging meetings until ordinary citizens 
had gone home in order to pass the votes and 
resolutions important to them. 

But how was I to respond to the Co-op 
Commonweal request? I’m unwilling to write 
off the co-op past, so I couldn’t ignore the 
anniversary. I was in the familiar situation of 
anarchists faced with a forum not of their 
choosing. What I actually said was: 

‘Whether as producers or consumers, we have tried 
out capitalism for 200 years, we have experimented 
with co-operation for 150 years, and we have 
experienced nationalisation through 50 years of 
centralised public corporations in Britain, and of 
course 75 years in the former Soviet Union. What 
can we conclude after all this history? Today we 
see capital roving the entire globe in search of new 
sources of poverty-stricken unorganised labour to 
exploit, in exactly the same way that it seeks 
cheaper sources of raw materials and unregulated 
sources of dumping-grounds for industrial wastes. 
Similarly we sec the absolute failure of 


bureaucratic management and control of 
production and distribution. Consequently the one 
remaining hope is worker-controlled and 
consumer-controlled management of production 
and distribution. Knowing all about the failures and 
disappointments of the past, we have in every 
generation to re-invent the Rochdale principles. 
This applies equally to producer co-ops. housing 
co-ops and food co-ops. We have to broaden our 
vision to embrace them all.'* 

I don’t know how other anarchists would have 
responded. My last two sentences were an 
obvious reference to the fact that whenever a 
group of people have sought to set up a 
workers’ co-op, a housing co-op or (saddest of 
all) a food co-op, they have been kept at arm’s 
length by the official co-op movement and 
have had to re-discover the Rochdale 
principles on their own as though history had 
never existed. 

However, having voiced an opinion I was 
sought after to contribute to a co-op 
supplement to the New Statesman expanding 
on this point of view. So I dutifully responded, 
trying to stress the dilemmas faced by 
believers in local co-operative democracy and 
those who are dismay^ by the declining share 
in the retail market of the retail co-op 
movement. 

To be specific: in 1900 1V 4 million members 
in 1,400 local societies were involved in 7% 
of retail trade in Britain. By 1960, 12 million 
members in 950 local societies amounted to 
11% of retail trade. Today about 8 million 
members in about 50 societies still have a 
remarkable share, but 40% of retail co-op 
sales are handled by the two wholesale co-op 
bodies, the Co-operative Wholesale Society 
(CWS) and Co-operative Retail Services 
(CRS), trading directly with the public. 

Both these bodies have effectively 
by-passed the tedium of local control, not 
because they don’t believe in democracy but 
because they are in competition with the other 
multiple retailers, Sainsbury, Marks & 
Spencer, Tesco, Safeway and Asda, and are 
desperately striving to defend their share of 
the trade. When the army of retail analysts 
decided that the future lay with car-driving 
shoppers and predicted that the future lay with 
out-of-town hypermarkets, local co-ops 
declined to pursue this trend. Like some other 


multiple retailers sticking to the High Street, 
they lost custom, just as they did to 
rock-bottom limited-range outlets like Kwik 
Save, Aldi and Netto. So the two wholesale 
societies opened up under a variety of names, 
so that you have to look hard to perceive that 
you are trading with the Co-op. 

The co-operative movement has a complex 
structure, carried over as a legacy from the 
past. There are the retail societies, ever 
diminishing through amalgamations (the 
latest of which was that of my local society, 
the Ipswich, with the Norwich). There is the 
(7WS, the manufacturing cind buying body, 
theoretically owned by the reuiil Ixxlies, and 
the CRS, a non-kx:al body whose speciality if 
in saving failing societies from insolvency. 

For example, Clive Woodcock reported in The 
Guardian eight years ago that: 

“The old L.ondon Co-op went in strongly for 
political activism and democratic theory and ended 
up in financial di.saster, the rescue of which caused 
even CRS to stagger under the weight.*’ 

Negotiations went on for decades for a merger 
between the CWS and CRS and were resumed 
in May this year. There are other federal 
bodies, the Co-operative Union and the annual 
Co-operative Congress, which is not the 
‘Co-op Parliament’ as it is often called, since 
individual co-ops are autonomous. And of 
course, there has been since 1917 a 
Co-operative Party. Many years ago, Geoffrey 
Ostergaard stressed in Freedom that this 
body's then secretary. Jack Bailey, was 
perhaps “the most vigorous expoaeai of the 
view that socialism is not to be equated with 
statism” and that his writings were 
"impregnated with libertarian sentiments”. 

Ostergaard was at that time involved in 
sociological research resulting in his book on 
Power in Co-operatives, and under the 
pseudonym Gaston Gerard, wrote what I have 
always seen as the most thorough anarchist 
analysis of the co-operative movement in 
seven issues of this journal. Readers with 
access to files or miaofilms (or soon, no 
doubt, to CD-ROMs) should seek out his 
series of articles in May and June 1958 
(volume 19, numbers 20 to 26) under the title 
’Report on the Co-ops’. 

His account of the document current at that 


lime (it was called the Co-optrati\r 
Independent Commission Report) was lull ol 
pre-echoes of the debate happening tixlay 
within ihe co-op movcmeni. His conclusion 
was that: 

The co-ops fmd ihcmsclvcs faced wuh ihe old 
dilemmas How many of one's pnnciplcs should 
one be prepared to sacrifice in order 10 survive? Is 
it possible to survive at all without imitating the 
principles of one’s opponents? And if one miitaics 
them, what exactly has survived? If past history is 
any guide, the co-op movement generally chooses 
‘survival’ rather than ‘principles’ -but usually only 
after a considerable time-lag. Its Cimstitution based 
on ‘open membership’ provides the means by 
which the movement in the long run adapts itself to 
changing circumstances, in the world as it is, only 
a closed oligarchy can remain ‘pure’. 

For the co-op movement, however, it looks as 
though time is now running out Without radical 
changes, this century may sec the eclipse of the 
co-op movement as we know it today. With radical 
changes, such as are envisaged in the report, the 
co-op movement will survive but only in a very 
different form." 

His words could have been written uxlay, as 
the co-ops face yet mote reports on how to 
retain their share of the consumer retailing 
market. At this year’s celebratory 
Co-operative Congress there will be more 
agonised debates about suejunlining the 
co-ops in the face of even more aggressive 
competition from the capitalist chmn-stores 
and hypennarkets. 

Co-op history is full of disappointments. 
One is the failure to expmid the liny enclave 
of worker-controlled productive ai-ops. The 
new ones that spring up have to look 
elsewhere for advice mid luive to pick up the 
Rochdale principles from other btxlies like the 
Industrial Common Ownership Movement 
Another is that even though co-op housing 
was one of the original aims of the Pioneers, 
(continued on pageSj 
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The Ecological World View 


I n his book Problems of Knowledge and Freedom (1972) 
Noam Chomsky menticxis a Japanese fanner who had on 
his wall a poster which read: 

“Which road is the correct one, which is just? Is it the way of 
Confucius, of the Buddha, of Jesus Christ, Gandhi... or is it the way 
of Alexander the Great, Genghis Khan. Hitler, Napoleon. President 
JohnsonT’ 

Whenever ecological issues are discussed - by such worthy 
writers as Fritjof Capra, Carolyn Merchant, deep ecologists 
like Bill DevalJ, Peter Marshall, Vandana Shiva and Edward 
Goldsmith - we are invariably presented with this kind of 
dualistic vision of the world, one which suggests no 
alternatives. 

You can either support Cartesian mechanistic philosophy, 
with its radical dualism of humans and nature, its reductionist 
science, its ethic of domination and power and its 
antJu'opocentric attitude to nature (and such a world view is 
often misleadingly equated with science or, even worse, with 
European culture generally). 

Or you can support various religious traditions - falsely and 
misleadingly equaled with ecological thought - which are 
alleged to be hohstic and ecocentric. Under the label of 
‘ecological thought’ or the ‘organismic perspective’ are thus 
placed a wide variety of religious traditions - Platonic 
philosophy, Buddhism, Sufism, Hinduism, the mystic 
philosophies of Plotinus, Aquinas and Eckhari, the religions 


of clan-based societies, and esoteric Christianity - as well as 
anything that strikes the fancy of the New Age acolytes. But 
of course these various traditions are not ecological but 
spiritual: they are theoccntric rather than ecocentric. ‘Spiritual 
ecology’ has always seemed to me a contradiction in terms, a 
bit like Christian anarchism. 

In terms drawn from the Hindu context the choice we are 
therefore given is that between the Kshatriya, who expresses 
aggressive violence and pohtical power, meat-eating, sexual 
assertiveness and an attitude of domination towards nature, 
and the Brahmin priest. Holding religious power, the Brahmin 
exemplifies non-violence, vegetarianism, ritual and sexual 
purity, and a saCTamental view of nature, seeing its unity 
expressed through spirit or various deities. 

What is completely overlooked in all these radical ecology 
texts are two things. 

One is the organic tradition of clan-based and peasant 
societies, a tradition which is expressed in their herbalism, 
their biocentric attitude to nature and in their subsistence 
economies. This is an empirical tradition that is quite distinct 
from their religious culture. The latter culture only comes into 
play when the organic links between humans and the natural 
world have broken down - through inexplicable disease or 
natural calamities. Religion implies an institutionalised 
separation of people from their life-world, and posits a 
‘higher’ order of reality (god, spirit, ideas, deities) that is 


distinct from natural, organic processes. To conflate i 
organic tradition (and the participatory and sjmbic 
relationship with nature that it implies) with religion isbiS 
misleading, as it is to conflate hfe with spirit. The prayers 
religious rites of tribal and peasant communities do 
express a reUgion of ‘nature’ but rather a reverence towa 
or communication with, the spirit world. 

The whole idea of the ‘sacred’ means to be separated 
as John Zerzan has suggested, shamans and priests 
intimately linked with hierarchy and institutionalised pr> 
But an attitude of domination over nature begins n^ 
language, classificatory systems and agriculture, as ^ 
seems to argue, but with the rise of gender and r 
hierarchies and the state. 

Of course, many rehgious figures throughout history 
expressed in their writings an ecological sensi^ 
(essentially derived from the organic communities 
gave them sustenance) as well as indicating an a 
appreciation of nature. And man y early intellectual w ^ 
such as Taoism and Samkhya philosophy, expre^ 
ecological ethos. Of this there is no doubt. But relig*^ ‘ 
is distinct from people’s everyday life-world. ,i 
Secondly, radical ecologists like CajM’a, Merchant 
with their rather static conceptions of two modes o ^ 
seem to lack a real historical sense. They 
down-play the fact that the Western frfiilosoph**^ ^ 
as well as science, has changed tremendously o' | 
two centuries. For Merchant, European 'OtcUco 
^ms to have slopped in 1750, enabling hc^o su^ ^ 
‘new’ ecologic^ paradiam is now neede 
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A ll lliosc years ago when inntKcnce was the 
l's>litical ciTTcctness of the day and entr 
cKk'i sialestncn ;ind women wore blue ribbons 
in ihcir hats, ihcir prams and their nursemaids, 
the annual Summer Exhibition within the 
Royal Academy was a thing to be taken 
seriously aiKl then, as ix>w. the revolutionary 
activists within and attached to the anarchist 
movement of their flirtation were of the 
penned and vtx'aJ opinion that ‘art’ was not a 
concern of the ‘struggle’ for the ‘message’ or 
my a»mmon labouring soul. It was all those 
long years ago that the Supreme Soviet of the 
Royal Academy discovered that some 
unfortunate dissident had painted his 
‘landscape’ over a phtnograph of a land-scape 
and expulsion and the public removal of the 
offending work was the order of the hour, in 
heu of the pre-common market bullet in the 
back of the neck in the cellar. Fortunately 
those terrible days are tcmptirarily gone and 
frreikim has inevitably produced its licence 
and if you cannot pamt then borrow a Polaroid 
camera and send in a photograph for instant 
Andy Warhol style instant fifteen minute 
glory, Alan Qark thou should be living at this 
hour. This year Guinnesses are slaking the 
Royal AcadOTy Summer Exhibition with five 
beautiful girls in close fitting black handing 
free filled glasses of Guinness to the members 
of the Fourth E.staie who volunteered to make 
the supreme sacrifice. Not only does the free 
black gold raise the level of this year’s 
exhibition, and the five maidens of the night, 
but also the 1,359 works hung out of the 
13,000 submitted with the exception of but a 
few and as usual these were from the Old Gang 
led by Peter Blake. A gentle and a pleasant 
person, Blake’s, to me. lack of talent and 
success always bemuses me. Maybe it’s that 
hard graft and obvious lack of talent that, as in 
so many other fields of life, explains it or 
probably becau.se as a namral genius I am just 
pig jealous of bis oude painting of two maid 
servants bolding a milk bottle each but with a 
'Hft# MMWeTorminf 

the sad heart of the childish paintings. 
Photographs on canvas or hardboard can now 
take a place m any galloy’s wall, and here 
within the Royal Academy Summer Art 
Exhibition, and to me it is not an art form but 
a parasitical growth m that those without talent 
can hang some unknown’s photograph on a 
gallery wall, place a human turd on a pedestal 
or declaim someone else's political manifesto 
•dOKl step forward out of the shallows and take 
a bow for smkmg down to the intellectual level 
of swine that dine on trash culture. Our lads 
and lasses will demand to know what has that 
to do mit the ‘message’ and 1 neither know 
nor care. 

With the collar of one’s dirty mac turned up. 


Click a de 

purely for affectation, one follows the Town 
and his giggling frau one second off Bond 
Street to the Anthony d’OITay Gallery for it is 
in this exciting yet unadvcrlising gtdlery that 



exhibition after exhibition delivers that one 
has to visit The concentration style ward with 
the piss in the centre of the bunks, the life-size 
figure of the old man jerking in and out 
fucking through the bung-hole of a huge 
man-size wine barrel. One may choose to 
reject the work, dislike it or curl the upper lip 
in distaste, but where other galleries who uy 
THis ty^of^xKlTiiSoh bow to the state and 
public acceptance, the d’Offay Gallery bares 
their breast for those who climb their steps. In 
the lower gallery there is aroom full of the late 
Andy Warhol’s fast-fading ‘fifteen minutes of 
glory' hardly worth one’s troubled lime, but 
up the steps are the collected photographs of 
Sarah Lucas. Last year she and ol’ Tracey did 
a six month stint in a derelict shop-front in the 
east end selling their art for the benefit of the 
culture-mad colonials exhibited in the Project 
Room at the Museum of Modem Art in New 
York in these United States of America. What 
Sarah and Tony are exhibiting ‘up those little 
steps too’ is a large over-tall man-size frame 
containing nine large panels to form a 
narrative of a nude man posing forward as he 


click click 

plays pcck-a-b(X) with his ding dong with a 
beer can, now you see it now you don’t. An 
exhibition of minor importance you might 
sCTeam to the intelligentsia of the Cluttcrbucks 
(n6e White Hart) and you are protestingly 
correct, but Sarah’s art ‘Got a Salmon On 
(Prawn)’ lies in the gallery’s manifesto and 
ihcir’s and the St James’ Bible deserve to be 
quoted in their own right as art beyond 
content, Sarah Lucas, 'Got a Salmon On 
(Prawn)’. Sarah Lucas is telling a joke - a 
crude, vulgar joke. It’s the one about the man 
who boasts that he has a .salmon on (an 
erection) and it turns out to be nothing but a 
prawn. For her exhibition at the Anthony 
d’Offay Gallery, Sarah Lucas has installed a 
single new photographic work - a large 
nine-panel narrative of a naked man and his 
posing progression with a can of beer. There 
is a straightforward jeer at the machismo 
masking the inadequate here, but also a trace 
of the role reversal evident in her earlier 
self-portraits: photographs of her.self in a 
greasy leather jacket, eating a banana; a cast 
of her genuinely hairy armpits; a pair of her 
own Doc Martens with razor blades set in the 
toccaps. In ‘Got a Salmon On (Prawn)’ 
Lucas’s look at the male nude is essentially 
that of the voyeuristic male artist and the 
model’s body, perfectly arranged within each 
frame, echoes the large soft female nudes of 
French classical painting. Sarah Lucas has 
attitude - aggressively stereotyping her 
subjects by gender, race and especiily class, 
leaving little space for other interpretations. 
Like the cruelly accurate characterisation in 
Mike Leigh’s film about contemporary British 
society, Sarah Lucas’s unflinching 
illustrations of the categories in which we 
unhesitatingly place one another (hard nut, 
bitch, wanker, dyke, tart, fag, snobT and so' 
familiar and so uncompromisuig. But slice the 
salmon where you will it ain’t and its 
‘message’ like Blake, Sarah and all the other 
camera clickers is but of the casual minute and 
the permanent printed explanation tacked onto 
it. 

But in comedy lies tragedy for but thiny 
seconds stroll from the anarchist Freedom 
Bookshop is the Whitechapel Art Gallery and 
its open exhibition of local work. It is of a high 
standard and compares well or even bcuer 
with much within the Royal Academy 
Summer Exhibition, but within the 
Whitechapel exhibition is the worm within the 
rose and it is Jamie Wagg’s photograph on 
view in the upper gallery. It is the supermarket 


sccuniy camera phouigraph of a small child 
being led away. Enlarged and blurred and 
highly coloured, it has the appearance of a 
French Impressionist pjuniing. Its cn de coeur 
is that it is a police rclca.scd supermarket 
security photograph of a small child being led 
away by two other small children to be 
savagely murdered. Without that brutal fact, 
the photograph as a minor work of art is of 
small, nay no, worth and one must question 
who would enjoy and want it and why. What 
one docs, and exhibits, is a purely personal 
matter but not, unwittingly, to supply material 
to those who find pleasure in the exploitation 
of human or animal. The murdered child’s 
parents have protested their anger and Wagg 
has protested his regret and the Whitechapel 
Art Gallery word is that ‘*lhc final decision lies 
with the organisers: it would be inappropriate 
for BT to act as ccn.sors”. I cry no ccn.sorship 
and that is a noble gesture, but if one finds 
pleasure in the crude-photograph of a small 
child being led away to be murdered then why 
not accept the les.ser aimplaint of the Suns 
tabloid page three girls, all harmless naughty 
nudey nudey. 

Arthur Moy.se 


JVem titles now cumiladle 
o o o 

AGAINST POWER AND DEATH 
The Anarchist Articles and 
Pamphlets of Alex Comfort 

edited and with an introduction by David (HMidway 

Arlicles published between 1943 and 1986 in the 
journals War Commentary, Freedom. Sm, Peace Sews 
and elsewhere, together with the pamphlet 
Peace and Disobedience (1946). 

168 pages ISBN 0 900384 71 9 £5.00 

o o o 

HERBERT READ 
A One-Man Manifesto 
and other writings for Freedom Press 

edited and with ao iotroductioo by David Coodway 

The complete texts ofall the articles, broadcasts, 
reviews, poems and speeches of Herbert Read published 
in the anarchist journal Spain d the World and its 
successors RevoW, War Commentary and Freedom, 
from 1938 to 1953, together with the pamphlets 
The Education of Free Men ( 1944) and 
A ri and the Evolution of Man (1951). 

208 pages ISBN 0 9003H4 72 7 £6.00 

o o o 
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dominant mecbanisLic paradigm’. This would imply, of 
anjrsc, that all the earlier religious traditions - which are 
^ Mippt^scdly ecological - arc not really ccoUygiad ai all? 

one will deny that reducuomsuc, mechanistic science is 
oot dominant in contemporary culture. How could it be 



both biomedicine and agribusiness. But to imply thai enuques 
^ ®cdianisuc science txily emerged wiih cco-fcmmism and 
deej) ecology indicates a woeful ignorance of the hi.su>ry of 
^^s4em culture and philosophy. For modem (Cartesian, 
^ *^^haniMic) science has been under fire since the end <jf the 
jjpjl*’ ^ eigliiecDth ccniu/y. It was. enuqued by Kant, by the romanucs 
jf! I tond by biolugically-infurmcd lhinkcn>. Both Goethe and 
< Rcgcl auenipicd to devckip an altcniauve saenuftt ouikxik, 
toiid, anitcptually, it was dealt a fatal blow by Darwin over a 
hwMlrcd years ago. 

^ ^ ■ ^^*8 cither from the pfiysical sciences - both Capra and 

were trained as nuclei physia.sls - or from academic 
P*^lf^jpliy, radical ecologists rarely mentitin Darwin. Yet it 
^ fhirwin w1k> not only provided the basic ideas and 

pT M coobgical thoughu but as Hans Jonas and Enist 

^ suggested, provided us wiili a new world view 

aikfi undcrminoJ llic pretensions of both rcligwm 





mechanistic 


in 


sacncc. 



the idea that humans arc not the special 
8od’s crcaufxi but evolved acairding to principles 
throughoui ihe living world: in stressing the 
wganic (not somtuaD links between humans and 


nature; in undermining completely - long before quantum 
physics - the ‘mechanistic world picture along with ‘cosmic 
teleology’ and ‘essentialism’; in emphasising the crucial 
importance of openness, chance, probability and the 
individuality of all organisms in the evolutionary process; and 
in suggesting a way of understanding that was both 
naturalistic and historical (rather than static and spiritual) - in 
all these aspects Darwin initiated a new world view that 
spintual ecologists still seem to yearn for. 

John Seymour has just written a book arguing against what 
he calls tiie “ultimate heresy”, namely tlic suggestion that 
humans are scpfirate from nature. Seymour proclaims - as if 
it was some brand new idea - that tins is rua the ca.se and dial 
“wc arc a p<in of miture”. Needless lo say, although it purpixts 
U) delineate die history of humiuikind’s attitude to luiture, ihe 
b(X)k m<ikes no mention at all of Darwin. 

An cc 4 }logical ^iititudc to nature Ims been around a liHig time, 
ft IS a naiurjiiistic altitude to the world iuul views nature not 
as an organism (spmiuiiJ or oilierwise), tior as a machine, nor 
as some female deity, but as a hisioncaJ process. Tlic world 
IS ihus seen as a natural process from which both life *ind 


keferroces 

Ffelcr M;iishaJl Nature 'i Web an exploration of ecological thinking, 
1992. Ijinydon. Simoo A .Schuster 

Carolyn Merchant Hadu al Ecohgy. 1992. Ix>iKJon. KouUcdgc 
John Seymour The Ulturuitr Heresy, 1989. Hidcfrjfd. Green Brjoks 
J<»hn '/cTiJUi Elements of Refusal, 1988. Scaldc. Ixfi Hank Hooks. 


consciousness (culture) have historically evolved, a world 
which can be lived and understood without recourse to a 
postulated god or spirituid agencies. The relationship between 
humaas and nature is this neither one of spmtual unity nor 
one of radical opposition (humans being identified with spirit, 
nature with mechanism), but rather it is one that is organic 
and symbiotic. 

This ecological world view has long been expressed by 
tribal <ind peasant communiucs in ihcir organic iradiiions - 
aadilions that arc still susuiincd m those contemporary 
movcmeiiLs iitlvocatirig orgimic farming and pcrmaculturc. It 
was cquidly expressed m the wntings of miuiy naturalists 
throughout the centuries, at least from the time of Ansioilc 
and Theophrastus. Yet students of natural history hardly get 
amenuon in Peter M<trshaJrsNfV/nrr*5 \Weh, which although 
iui excellent text is fcKuscd unduly on the philosophers such 
as Heidegger, many of whom even if they ventured out of dicir 
study prolxibly wouldn’t be able to rccogni.se a woodpecker 
(X disiiiigui-sh a celandine from a buttercup! It was expressed 
also by such philosophers as Jan Smuts in his Holism and 
Evotuiton (1926) and by Whiichc<id in his philosophy of the 
'orgiuiism’. But whereas Smuts was an avid botanist, 
Whiichcal, like Pkuo, was furidamenially a mathematician 
and could never fully nd himself of the idea of a god who 
.susUiined the world. And finally, the ecological world view 
has been cogently expressed in the last two decades by 
Murray Bookchin, building on the iasights offered by 
Hcgelimi philosophy, contemporary biology and writers in 
the anarchist tradition like Kropotkin and Mumford. 

Brian Morris 
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T here are in France stringent laws against 
the traffic in drugs and agtiinst those who 
take them. And as always happens, the 
scourge grows and spreads in spite, and 
perhaps because of, the laws. The stune is 
happening in the rest of Europe and in 
America. Doctor Cixirtois Suffit of the French 
Academy of Medicine, who already last year 
[1921] had sounded the alarm against the 
dangen; of cocaine, nobng the failure of penal 
legislation, now demand ... new and more 
stringent laws. 

It IS the old mistake of legislators, in spite of 
experience invariably showing that laws, 
however barbarous they may be, have never 
served to suppress vice or to discourage 
delinquency. TTie more severe the penalties 
imposed on the consumers and traffideers of 
cocaine, the greater will be the attraction of 
forbidden hruits and the fascinatKin of the risks 
incurred by the consumer, and the greater will 


Malatesta on the drug problem 


More than seventy years ago there was then 
too a drugs problem' and governments 
could only think in terms of more severe 
penalties to counteract it. Malatesta was 
saying then what at long last even those in 
authority are beginning to realise: that the 
big stick only drives the problem 
underground and the mafia get richer. 

he the pmfiLs made by the speculators avid for 
money. 

It is useless, therefore, to hope for anything 
from the law. We must suggest another 
solution. Make the use and .sale of cocaine free 
(from rcstricuons] and open kiosks where it 
would be sold at cost price or even under cost. 
And then launch a great propaganda campaign 
to explain to the public, and let them see for 


Inside India 


themselves, the evils of cocaine; no one would 
engage in counter-propaganda because 
nobody could exploit the misfortunes of 
cocaine addicts. 

Certainly the harmful use of cocaine would 
not disappear completely, because the social 
causes which create the drive those poor devils 
to the ase of drugs would still exist But in any 
case the evil would decrea.se because nobody 
could make profits out of its sale, and nobody 
uiuld speculate on the hunt for speculators. 
And for this reason our suggestion either will 
not be taken into account or it will considered 
impractical and mad. 

Yet intelligent and disinterested people 
might .say to themselves: since the penal laws 
have proved to be impotent would it not be a 
good thing, as an experiment to try out the 
anarchist method?* 

* From Malatesta: His Life and Ideas, Freedom 
Press, 309 pages. £5.00 (post free inland). 


T ihe idea of development espcaally in the 
preceding four decades, has been closely 
idenued with those of progress, modernity 
and emancipation. For that reason it has 
successfully maintained an aura of 
indisputable inexorability normally 
assooatod w'lih the law of falling objects. 

Thts view IS misleading, development is 
more a label for plunder and violence. 

Such an image of development sharply 
contradicts the benign association 
dtsseminaied by development propaganda 
and relied hierature. Disillusionmcnl with 
ebe development promise has though well and 
truly am ved in India and many other southern 
nations. 

It is no longer possible to ainceaJ the fact 
ihaL 

than officiily sponsor^ triage. This term 
was brought into circulation during the 
debair on the global resource crisis forecast 
by the Limits to Growth report of the club of 
Rome where western ecologists and 
doumsdayists argued that if indeed the 
resources of tiie world were limited then 
those who had access to them and were 
already well off should strengthen their 
pn vikged positions while societies already in 
euakigically iiiipos.sible situations stiould he 
Jdt la fend fur ibcuiselves. If in the process 
they pensbed, so be iL 
Tbe BbupaJ gas tragedy is an apt uistance of 
devciupmeni as mage. In December 1984 a 
gas pruduced by mudeni technology escaped 
from ihr factory of a multinational 
cotpurnisoa. invaded entire setilemenis, 
ktU^ and luaitricd thousands, disnipted the 
hves it hundreds tt thousands and caused 
Wiidculablr viuictM^e u.lheraivuoumeiil. Tbe 
dlicrinath uf Chat disaster has been more 
paiftluJ lor die . luum^ who survived They 
have btxofis lilt liviog dead adding to the 
iiUiiitK:rs of hihaf ushd spawned by the 
iu<lrrii age 

Of iXHiTitc the ifvjduv W'Mid has cx.^cised 
the ghost of Ujc bbopal dijasiei by reduvUig 
It to litt Maiu.s ol a unique <> ...idcrii liliopalv 
though ouuf ever) d«> A rcvcui (.irvey ol 
wurkers spraying pesULtdes aid taigagrd ui 
dusUDg cfieraniaib in foe disui>.ri. id ^jujoioi 
rrvcaicU Uiai nunc of the laU-ureiv mos 
piov ided with nuisk s u > pr r v oot ifir uihalotaau 
uuic ilnnicals Goggltn n.' pitacu Uk 
ryes were ali«.>iiui available Only of Uir 
wurkerc lotA the of u*>cnng itKiu 

u».e and ii<i>ulfi witli a «. lo(li 
llic World Heoliii f>r|’(iiiisauun iWHO; 
euinioics tiui liaar air cases ul 

jrsUi ide poiMaiiiig i ^cry you in ll*c soultc 
Of tlkivc ioacs .5,(Jrifjaic tauU A -.ludy ui Sri 
Lanka based on an esamiiiaiioo of 

govcniiijcni lioavpiUJ rreuds triau 1975 to drvekipittctii batiks lu such a way bos 
l9l!(()stK>wed liiiU iuuiuiiliy over die |ici>idail ^^'t'Oici emugod hctwocu UMiusuiaUsataia 
averagrofapproxiniotcly I3.0(iilpc<)|dewrii- vubsiKcuie. Shall we ihcii call 
admitted for at me pesta ulc poisotiing fXn of dcvclojaia m nsejf uiUi quc.stK«r' 

(btfse aKHii 1,UM) died Suck suusUfv on j, 4 ,„ sholbio 


direct pesticide poisoning do not include still 
births, cancers, miscarriages and congenital 
deformities. Calestous Juma of tbe 
Environment Liaison Centre in Nairobi has 
suggested that the actual figure of pesticide 
poisoning cases worldwide is in all 
probability two million, of which 40,000 end 
as fatalities. 

Human beings today allegedly possess a 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, but 
this charter is worthless compared to the 
fundamental rights that have been granted to 
modem technology. Even when it kills and 
maims the mtxlem machine is not culpable, 
neither usually is its owner. Culpability is 
usually attributed to incompetent operators. 
Tbe modem machine has its own rights which 
huicum tx;xags have to take seeoud place to. 

What is noted here is true not only of the 
south but the north too. Wars against the 
production of hazardous goods were first 
waged m the north and they shll continue. 
Remember Adolf Jan, president of Hoffinan 
La Roche, who when asked about the 
suffering bis company bad caused in Seveso 
in July 1976 m a dioxin accident rephed: 

‘Capiulism means progress, and progress can 
sometimes lead to inconvenience." 

The Bhopal gas disaster was the climax of a 
hazardous system sponsored by a 
development paradigm that has been 
profoundly anti-people and anu-nature. Tbe 
association of development with suffering, 
with increased threat to survival and with 
viok^ice IS not a surpnsmg occurrence. It may 
be poliucally difficult for our ruling mobs 
with their twenueih century preiensioos to 
procuse open mage. Tbe Europeans could 
eliminate the mdigenous peoples of America 
or Australia because they were 
siuiulLaueously abk to provide themselves 
with lUK'halknged theories of exierminauon 
hosed uo notions dial these groups of human 
beings H cze nut pan of tbe human species hut 
souieduiig lower in die scale of beuig. 
Development therefore comes 
hand-ui tuiud wtdi displacement. Fur, wink 
n iv pi/ssjfik to maiiitam large masses of 
IKople on a relatively less iniensively- 
eufJioiud rrMOjiur base, simpler luTuiology 
and a wulef array of uccupaiiurts oral uml^, 
thii. IS im4 |s«iiI>1c with die iralustnai ptojcci 
iiAited tu unAkin utethx 


Middle East 

I n April 1948 commandos from Begin’s 
Irgoun organisation entered Deir Yassin, a 
village near Jerusalem. The Red Cross 
reported 250 men, women and children killed. 
This was prior to independence on 14th May 
1948 and the declaration of war by the Arab 
states the following day. Begm declared: “Not 
only was the massacre of Deir Yassin justified 
but without it there would have been no state 
of Israel". 

More than forty years later in the occupied 
territories the same logic reigns between the 
.settlers and the Palestinians. From the Hebron 
massacre to the six Palestinians killed by a 
.special unit of the Israeli army in the refugee 
camp at Jabalia in the Gaza Strip, there is more 
to this than mere ‘extremism’. 

Tbe Israeli government, by oudawing Zionist 
groups like Kacb and Khana Hai. have 
managed to hide the nastier side of the 
problem, but haven’t they ihem.selves always 
collaborated with the settlers? Thus in January 
’92 Moshe Arens, Defence Minister, gave 
authorisation to civil guard units to patrol the 
perimeters of their settlements in a policing 
role. Bt’selem, the human rights organisation, 
has registered from December ’87 to 
December ’93 thirty-nine cases of homicidal 
settlers. Three have appeared in court, the 
heaviest sentence being three years 
imprisonmenL Israeli society is shocked at the 
Hebron massacre and stays silent about 
everyday events. 

In order to absolve itself of iniemational 
condemnation, the state has recourse to 
methods used elsewhere: the Governmental 
Commission of Enquiry. Thus the Israeli state 
will be bailed as having tried to confront 
reality, but will there really be an open debate 
concerning human rights in the occupied 
temtones? 

For Michael Warchanski, a journalist at the 
Centre for Alicniative liiloniiaiKm;* '‘Even il 
the army, the security forces and the 
govenuiiciii arc coiukiiined by die evulence 
the condeinnaiion will be stifled by 
iiiicniitiional recognition ol its auUKruuc 
i.qvaiiy ” 

Mcron Henvenisit, forincr mayor of 
icrusaiciii, states ‘"I'he bias of the enquiry 
allows tbe government to mask the real 


lor this rcaooi ihtr tluce dixaiks Itave I problem Peace will raiuun an llnpo^slhlll(y 


drvrlo|«Einii heciane wor.f Aivermiiems 
of (Ilf south have leaiucd up with 
UMcmoiiutuil fttioucial UHtimuoris tu kill (heir 
owo people, weapons purchased by 
goveiiitnerits supfsisodly to light rxiciiiai 


lor os long as the questkx) of the settlers 
remains unresolved. ” At a time when 
uegotiations have started again the 
govcinmeni is hell bent on acquiring 
maximum imiioriaJ coiimil in areas outside 


cucmios ore used ogamst Oku own peopk m I that designated lor autonomy ... thus some 46 

«iuare incues have been atquired since 1993 
by die setikrs 

l or laiw iiMig will these opposing camps 
w>exisi III the occupicti Urmtone.s? As the 
‘l»cacc process' cxmiinucs the sealers accuse 
iltcir government ol treason. The settlers 


Focus on ... Italy 

(continued from page 4) 

Beyond the propaganda the old form i 
pillage public resources for private , „ 

and pass private debt on to the State is the Zl 
being sung by most competitors for power 

The unions 

bosses whir?^ i!'f" w* the 

tbe case in the biggest companies (Fiat, 
Olivetti. Montedison. Pirelli; etc.). Such 
agreements penahsed workers and created a 
climate of confidence among the middle 
classes and the enlightened middle classes of 
the left, notably within the PDS. 

A consequence was a drawing together of tbe 
establishment unions and these groupings, 
aided by the Cooperative League (of popular 
origin) which today represents a colossal 
economic body. This is seen as a good dung 
by those bosses who want a dociW innie union 
but capable of controlling die class suugglc. 
Never mind tbe workers... 

Other components of the world of work, 
small but grassroot (such as the USl CUB. 
CIB, COBAS. SLA. etc.) express their 
opposition and continue to mobilise and build 
a veritable syndicalist alternative opposed to 
traditional unions like the CGIL, (TISL and the 

w 

From this viewpoint we can discern ibe 
inability of tbe League to conquer one conio 
of the world of work. The Le^ue’s unia 
(SAL), created with this in mind, is ofic 
significance. 

Other elements of the right have ignored ih 
problem. For example the Forza Italia havt 
leant on traditional fascist unions lik 
CISNAL who shows itself incapable of 
organising workers other than fascists. 

This of a mass base may pt yc jkt 
Achilles’ heel of the Right Alliano?fcpite 
everything the left has done to hand it' 110071 
in a plate. 


Subtitling needed 

A Spanish comrade resident in Loodoo ta 
several videos of a Spanish tclcviuo 
documentary about the life of Fedeno 
Montseny. Has anyone access to ik* 
equipment and skill needed to subotle ik 
video in English. I so, please write to ‘Suboik 
do Freedc«n. and we shall put you tn tood 
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Social Defence: Social 
Change 
Brian Martin 

Ajgu^ft for !iocud defence a gr***^^ 
initiaktive Unked to chaUenges to ^P***^^ 
ktructurcik in !aodety, such as patriarchy." 
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council announced on 5ih Dcccniw^ , 
a campaign of civil dLsobcdicncc 
setung up of anuod militias. 
water supplies being sabotaged, 
ol which came to a climax with ^ 

ina.s.sacrc. The Israeli government 
forced by public opinion to react 
Htunas... ^ 

The future will decide if the 
between Arafat and Rabin will really P 
Palestinians. ^ 

from Le Monde Libertair^i 20lb j 

• Centre for Aitemative Infonnx^' 
31417, Jerusalem. Fax: 02 25 31 51 
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Anarchism and breaking free 


lV«r f rrrdfwn. 

^ i» itac »tuJ> n*air*1 ic»lit> - 
Thu b UMXYirct ScicncT t* ihc «u>h i4 
Bituial phcnofncn* Reality t« out 
•uh(R.tive MB'iatuik'n 1 4 whai i* fianf on 

Hr bI»o coafukc* icvhaoloKy with 
BCMtior Tcvfinoli>t> •• tfir tlnTliYV^ ditll 
wr have in manijaiUtmt lair cnvuotmanl 
a< <B> •«« ume Tcvhnoioity muoil 
nwo » man \uai kxib Socnoc u imr 1> 
a tiMlcn meUKxi o( aNcqxcutaai 

Oui mlcipiruiMm o: reality i« Umxifth 
a aumha oT f«raih|;m« ot wwti) vic^i 
which in thor browdeat tmic imjthi N: 
fcli 4 Ka»», acicncca. and on. hut in a 
nariowci tcnic mijthi hccomr 
aleolcfies 

Rumpka i't |vradi|tm« which ftovem 
pmxfKJOiw of tcalrty arc (he Chruttan 
iciifion. Of apliiiini; ii further 
Caibolwum. Ptxxcauiibsm. etc (Tiher 
esamptca miRhi he Akhctny. Wcaiem 

C^Mahtm. Marvitm. Social Democrac'y 
■id Aiurvhtfm 

Praiuove puipla bad a view of teabty 
They had a icchiioio|t> Mtfficieitt unto 
their needk includinjt a method of 
coaicrvatioo thnHi|th hKcmiiin. Rut they 
did ma have weaicni wrieiicc 
Reality u lelaied to cultural factors 
themselves innuenccid by ctimaic «>d 


Correction 

Uear Frretkmi. 

One hates K> crioctse an or|tantsation 
which funaams entirely with volunteers 
siK-has/nmhan. hutyouctaiklteallydo 
with some hcticr pnxif tcadtnfi Kmw 
were made in ttanscnbuif my article 
ixt's stop screwinjt oursclvoa' (14th 
May) which completely chaosed tu 
meaning You have pubbabod" , there u 
no real limit to bow much tbetr wages .. 
can be beaten down' In reality my 
tcmcncc aaal the iipfawiic. "there u a 
rrallMuttobow much then w ages can 
be beaten dowD" 

In lefcrence to bureaucracy. I wiotc 
Our nnmenklatura is far more 
vulnerable than lU Stalinist vanety" 
This came out as. Dur mmtrttUatmro is 
far mote valitahU ~ - which turns the 
lenlcDcc uilu dooscosc 

Larry (•amboor 


mpogtaphy ami interaction between 
diftcicni peoples The Australian 
ANeiguics hwl no draught animals so 
ocsei uisented the wheel so ciaiUl not 
have invenuxl machmery 

In medieval society and Iaici we had the 
alchemists, one. and only one. of whose 
inictesto was to nrm metal ina> gold 
Unul itvxtitly modem scieniuu have 
laughed i-ontcmptuously at this How 
could they think such a stupwl things Rut 
the alchcmisb were right You con turn 
base metal into gold by atomic 
lomhardmcnL The aWhcmists" reality 
was coCTOct It Was just thu they had mH 
got the torhoology ii> achieve it They 
also had no knowledge of the stvial 
scKaccs The KvaxanKs of the ptwcvv 
makes the gold so costly m pnaluce its 
prodm-uoa is pointless The .ally ruler 
who made anythmg out of this was an 
Kkcior of Sax.aiy who wanted nnaicy fc» 
buy china. He set his alchemtsu fc> the 
task and as a sideline they ci.pcriniciiio.1 
with (wiciety' and were succtasful. The 
(■lector made a fortune by selling 
Mcisscn 

fictciKX and technology inicraci but so 
docs sivadogy. ccotKmics and s(. on 
They have difTcrent paradigms, different 
views of reality, but the danger is when 
they become ideologies, sets of Ixlicfs 
accepted os v alid oiespecu vc of whether 
ttuc or false and not subject to 
( caammatKai and refutatkat. such os fca 
mstonce .ate of my favourite caomplcs- 
I feminism. 

Initially on eapkaabon. exominataai 
and entique. of society, of uxtial reality. 
which then for leanc became a morality, 
then an ideology, fix some almost a 
religioa. mit to be subject to critical 
cxatninatKai and review’ where, wac one 
to ask to examine it. one might be 
attacked and pUloncd as a heretic One is 
not now fTog^ed or burned « the stake 
but one iinds if one submits to 
publication ooc has to walk across an 
invisible minefield with cotKcalcd 
trip-wires 

One of the wxanen attendas of the 
London Anarchist Forum said she 
recently had a research paper's 
publicatma held up because she had not 
entered the femmut aspccu of the c-osc 
although she thought to do so was 
mappropnalc In other words she. a 
strong feminist, was disciplined by 


MkHlia feminist ad)udicaui«. lofone ha 
to slant her paper m a paticuUr way 
Another friend submitting an MA 
dissertation was rejected for a year 
because be hial attempted k> cTiiually 
examine leniimsi aspect- 

This uuibieilanan aspec t of feminism I 
find fnghtenmg It .Iocs ocr d.> anything 
m impiove the lot of wirncn. m fact It 
mokes men awed any inlcrasiKet except 
ui a very guvded sense Rut m gives 
enormous power to authoritarian 
mdivkluals worthy of Holy DfTicc 

Oitbtclox science at one particulw time 
con be hijacked in suniloi way. I have 
already mcniioncd Velikovsky in on 
early submission Velikovsky submiited 
his wvxk fix Ktutiny by oiba Kicnnsts 
usmg the specific chtcru required by the 
ahos of ixtbixlox scictkc and bad hu 
work rejected unread because he was 
questaxung the validity of the concept of 
gravitation central ki .xthiVkn science's 
cxisung piuadigro 

Take dowrsing F'.x centimes doss-sing 
methods have been used by 
techD(4.igisU: by miiicralogisu, by water 
engineers and so on Yet .xthodox 
science rejects dowsing because they 
cann.st prose its existence by using 
existing scicntifte incthixls and scienuite 
are unwilling to admit then methods 
cannot cope ssith this pbemmena It is 
not scicntifteally provable so cannot 
exist. Rut It still sscxks The scicatist's 
MXKXi of reality does nut alUiw ftw the 
inclusion .sf w^r u srm oi un.srirnrj/u' 
pbcmxneoa. so instead of saying 'This 
one has c-aughi us out. la's make our 
nictb.KU niixc sophisticated' they reject 
dowsing os unscicnufic and therefore 
uotme, I e it docs not happen In my 
bisik this makes orthodox scwoce l.xik 
pretty silly and hardly a valid view of 
reality. If you want to dowsing magic 
that's fau oocxigb Magic u pbcoomeiu 
unpr.vvable by scientific analysts 
Thanks he tu technology the trams run on 
time What is interesting is bow 
technology U forvod louse oon-K'icntirK 
pbcoomeiK>n to achieve resulu like 
finding water, pipes, cicctnc cables, etc. 

What has this gixudowith anarchism? 
Well simply anarchism is a view of 
reality, it may diffa hien capitaltsm. 
from Marxism, from the religious views 
of reality, but it ia an equally valid view 
of reality Can it w.xk'' How vrell do the 


others w.xk'’ A s..ciety that is surfcnni^^ 
a w.xld deprcsskxi. has millL r.. ,iui h 
wiHk W'h>« Wont h> work, that has ptis. 
full to choking p.iini and cann.ii 
adequately distribute its enxiomic and 
Mx-ial rcwHia'cs. u that what it called 
success ’ Anarchism might wixk, Uiac it 
no leaiuin why it sh.«uld net Rut it will 
not wsxk i( linked to puidy .mhislos 
scientific reasoning like siendogy. 
ananhism must develop its .mu rules .4 
analysis, use wicnufic method where 
appropriate, use creative, unurientific 
mahr^ where noccasoty. magic if you 
like Rut let's keep anarehiim pure 
Avoid authoritarian inputs like 
ccns.xship I am willing k. read a few 
tiurginal ook-Ics just in case they might 
advance my thinkmg and unptove my 
action F!dilorial censorship is bad 
editing If the edikxs of Frrtdtm say 
'Neville’s article is m4 i.xsl cikHigh fix 
publication' well I might resent ti. even 
reject iL but do not tell me 1 shiaiU not 
pnxesi 

As to fcmuiism Ixt's not axifusc j 
mitguidod chivalry w-tih an equality 
imposed by p.vwerful gatekeepas luit 
as I. at on anorehist, would reject male 
chauvuiism and mole dominotKXi I reject 
female chauvinism and female 
domination. Two wrongs do ikX make a 
tight 


Money from 
the State 

Hear trrrd,wn. 

A -:‘<mmcnt 4<ti IVrrK'k - '.ShiniUl we 
accept money fnxn the .tste’' (Mih 
May) Since the stole iiia)kcs up anywhere 

(t.xn kr." .a 1 r?)>skm eccixxny 

It IS undctsian.labic that some 
lihenaiians will be emi'loycd hj 
govcmmcni «x in .juasi govemmcnlal 
j.4w II thrown .HU ol work.x jihysically 
IX menially handicapped ii is otter, 
necessary to live .at ihc >! When we 
arc k«> old fix wage -Isvery there i. ’S: 
.4d age pcnsHHi Thc*r examples .tn: 
iiiaitets •>( pctvixtBl cursival. but k> moke 
s.xnc kind i4 'principle' out of taking 
government money i« .. sompicic 
perversion .'f anarchism With the 
cxccptKXiol maiiCTsof pers< rub mjcvivoI 
we sbiHild have as litile k> do with the 
state Os ptwsiblc Govcmmcni giants, s.. 
freely used here in Canada to fund 
aclivul and cultural gioups. have lurnod 
their members ink> the loudest spologi.u 
of sialism. Hi<w' can anyone take us 
remsisly if out attitude i» limash the 
stale! but please don't touch my 
welfare cheque*' 


IVler Neville 

Getting away 
with murder 

IVat FdiiiS', I 

Hiwvard Milks' “higher ituxal standaid" 
leads hun to the conclusion that "in all ' 
situations ' the Kmibing of civilian 
populations has been "U.ljly'' wnmg - 
except in the case of the Allied hixnbing 
of German citKs 

, The only reassxis he gives for this 
. suangc view aic: a) the Kimbing of 
German cities was "a far mixe eexnplex 
issue than nuwt likewise siiuatKXis" and 
b) the whole German population 
suppixicvl Hitler 

Wc ore icfi k> wixxtet why Howoid's 
higher iikxal standards have favoured 
Japan and Iraq, to mention but two 
siiuauons. and how CoebbeU managed 
to train German babies to shixil 'HctI 
Hula'* 

Royal Air Force Rotnlwr 


To say that we shiHild accept Ihc state s 
iiiiHicy because ikm taxes pay fix it is a 
rationalisation The state sixlseverything 
It kHiches and that includes us Cleat 
opposition to stotism m all its guises is 
what distinguishes anaichism if«m 
U'lii'.ni. stall ticcly taking thr 
government's ihiriy pieces of silver and 
we boc.Hnc iiMlisiinguishaNc luan the 
Tiots ix ueial dcmivrats. 

I jirry Ganthonc 


J*£ea^ 
keep sending. 

ingaux 
letter and 
donations 


Talking Co-op Blues 

’ {comtmued frxtm page 5) 

If has had lo be rc-invcnied fixm ticnifch in the 
past two decades. Most inmical of all is (hr 
faa (hat frxm the '60s onwards, little local 
foodoMips have had lo grow by trial and error 
m pmx naghbourboods with no help at all 
bom ibc retail co-op moveoienL 
I bear that a oonunemorao vc volume. Co~cp: 
the people's business, is aboul to appear from 
Manchester University Press. It author is 
Johnston, wbo wrote the best of ibe books on 
’ bousing co-ops {Building Communiiies, 
RuuUedge. 198K) and if it comes my way I'll 
discuss iL 

Meanwhile, let's ponder a further cummcnl 
of Geoffrey Ostergaard's from 1958; 

, 'Another icMxm why I find the onafchiat neglect of 
coHiperMxia odd ia iImi ideologically oiurchism 
I >ad co-operauon have a good deni in oomnua 
frtxh cmphaaiac mutual aid on the bails of 
Boo-cxplcaiadvc rdalions. both, in ibeu different 
*vays. uuui upem lelf bdp oa opfxiaol to pilitical 

' actuo.hotfauodcnlMidlhccvilaofcuiipctitiaaaid 
Mad the vtftuca of co-operauan Both, m iboti. 
f hek«g eascntially to ihc libcrtanon wing of ihc 
, 'Vida locialut' nxiverocoL I am laJking about 
, «*«Jlogy. of course, oot pracUcc It may he that 
“^operative prachcc falls short - for sbixt 
*«>x>pe«tive ihecxy. bu alas, docs not ihc sa 
( •pply to the ■tarehisu'* Co^jperakxs. my cynical 
I Self idis me. have merely bod mote oppor^itiea 
fcio anarehists to 'betray' iheir fnoci^es'" 

f a wry rcfloction. worth thinking aboui. 

I'oHn Ward 


Anarchists and Mind Control 


B usiness people, politicians and all ihiHe who 
u.xild have us behave as they dcsuc. kmiw’ that 
they must first control our minds. Gut ilwHighte 
direct our actions When we believe that it is right 
to do sixiiething. we do it 
AnvchisU need to kni’w the way minds are 
axitrollod so that they di» ntx deceive ihcmielvo 
and so that they can spread thett ideology 
F.xtunaicly. although the meib.ids of thought 
cuouol arc many and sophisticated, it is only 
necessary to undastand a few facu 
Whai wc me awoke one pan of the brain all.nsrs 
us to he cuttsctixu of the cnvuixuncni that we 
paertve ihniugh «air sctises Hut (hac is aiuHhcr 
pwt of our hruui which vse call our subconscuats 
Ii IV out subsunschius that suxes all .au knowledge 
and uxiK past cin.XKXM It can alto solve Mxnc of 
our pr.ihlcms Unl.xUiiiaidy. It can also cause 

ptublems It makes us unhapfiy when it canma.leal 
with past on. as HIV. and it will mu .ait cnkasaia 
■kl (hougbu aa ihutoughly aa fkaii muuig with «i 
egg dunng Ihc waking .if a coke As a icsult. II 
cBtuxa dissia iaic ccrUlU ihvaights 
TTiuac who wxaild cunirul our mukli know that 
patple have this weakness and they make use of it 
Advenisets always place iheu product aJ.ngsulc 
sixncthiag they know we like and may also want 
An atuactivc y.amg wvxiicn. fix cxai^e. sits .m 
the Kamel of a cm at a mussx sK<w Men ihmk she 
IS dcsuablc and so (bey think that Ihc sot is 
liosirahk Many poxtucU wlvoUscd lai icleviskm 
me shown against licautiful scenery with .Wligbtful 
music w the backgriamd l^(uptc d.> ma diasta talc, 
and so because whal they see and hcM is g.ad they 
think Ihc (X.iduct la gnxl 
It IS ccanperativcly harmless fix advetuiets lo 


vxxiuoi our minds, but it is fw tnxn harmless when 
the state ik.<cs it And state pn^iaganda is getting at 
us all the time The fine music, dresses and 
uruf.xms that are jvresent at a stale ccrcnxxiy livk 
givd so we think (Ik state is gocal The caginocnng 
achievements, like the Channel Thund. are gcavd. 
so we think the Queen and the other dignitatici who 
■c at the opaimg cercmixiy must be gvxxJ 
The way lo combat Ihc control of the 
suKxaiscKHU IS ki bring our tKxighu to a cvaivc khis 
level Wc must realise, f.x example, that a cv .x 
any .4hcr psixliwt must be judged on its menu Wc 
must not think bunung u gsxd just bccsusc the 
hunters with their icd vxssu I.x4; gix<d and the hunt 
u cxciling The hunters must be recv<gniscd f.x 
w'hsl they mc savages wK> get their kicks fnxn 
chasuig «m 1 kxiunng anuiiaU 1 jkcwise. it is wrvxig 
k> traagmc that ki be m the army is go.xl just 
bcs-aufc Ihc soUicn have fme lauf.xms and march 
with ixcctskm Wc must icninnbcr that s.>ldiers kill 
Icllow human beings. .4icn in the moat Kxnblc 
way And wc must cctiamly n.x believe that the 
ixescitec of jxiliUciaiu and tXhen at mhuo civil 
eveiii makes them useful and g.xxl Sceong the 
(Jucen at die Channel Tunnel openmg. f.x exunple. 
sKxild icttund us .4 hci utter uselessness She vXHild 
ikX jdan or build a tunnel, and wshiM not do it if she 
anikl so whal Ihc hell is she doing Ibcie ’ 

Our subcixiiCHius cm uuk us ut .4hcr ways It 
tells us. w tixigly. that d cveryxxic is bchav ing in a 
certain way K must be tight k< .k> so It appeals to 
aiguc that the maj.xiiy musi know the bchavuxir to 
lx nght. and s.. we sKxikl behave in the same way 
Advertisers well us that ihcir jx.xluct is selling, so 
we must buy It. jxiliikiaiis tell us cvcryixic is 
v.aiiig. to we must vote And w hen a lulct dies, it 


is said or implied that evctyoiK thinks it sad 
because he ix she was s.. valuable to the country 
When John Smith (leader of the op|xiai(i.xi) dies, 
the media spent a massive amount of time and space 
telltng us aKxU hun and Km wsxsderful he was 
IVopIc roust be told to make diev own judgcincnb 
aKxii people and things, and anwchists must help 
them do iL KninvmgwrhalJohn Smith was md what 
he dkl. for example, they will then br glad to get 
him i4T ibeu backs 

Aiuucbists tKxikl remember the effect of the 
subcxtscKXis ixt iKwc they wish to ctxiven They 
must always behave well and be clean and taly so 
that the puNk will have no reascxi k. asux ute them 
with anything that is osX gcx-xl Aiurehisb sKxtkl 
also be aware of the jxHset of state propaganda and 
realnc that if they me behaving to the same way w 
cveryvxic else, they are probably ikxng scxnethmg 
wmxig 

IVrrlds 
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London 

Anarchist Forum 

Meets Fridays at about 8pm at 
Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, 
London WCIR 4RL. 

-1994-95 PROGRAMME - 

lOth June General discussion 
17th June History of Native Americans 
(speaker to be announced) OR The E>emands 
of Science (speaker Peter Neville) 

24th June Paganism, Feminism and Ecology 
(speaker Daniel Cohen) 

1st July General discussion 

8lh July The Belief in Politics (speaker Eve 

Segur) 

15th July The Politics of Pollution or Ireland 
and Environmentalism (speaker Robert Allen) 

22nd July Marx the Forgotten Anarchist 
(speaker David Murray) 

29th July General discussion 

Monday 29th August SUMMER PICNIC 
(venue Hadley Woods, details later) 

3rd September Introduction 

10th September Misrepresentation and 
Sodobiology (speaker Donald Rooum) 

17th December Should Anardiists Take Part 
in Revolutionary Governments? (debate 
introduced by David Dane) 

24th September Genera] discussion 

1st October The Catholic Worker (speaker 
Peter Lumsden) 

8th October Gustav Landauer: The Spirit of 
Place and Anarchism (speaker Andrew 
Lainton) 

15th October General discussion 

22nd October No LAF meeting - Ten Days 
That Shook the World Conference (discussion 
at Conway Hall led by John Rety) 
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29lh October to 26th Novwnber Vacant slots 
3rd December Use of Comics as Propaganda 
(speaker Donald Rooum) 

10th and 17th December Vacant slots 

24th December Christmas Party 

8th January General discussion 

15th January Employment, Unemployment, 

Further Education and the State (speaker Peter 

Neville) 

22nd January Cities and Libertarian Social 
Movements (discussion led by Dave Dane) 

29th January Vacant to the end of July 
If anyone would like to give a talk or lead a 
discussion, overseas or out-of-town speakers 
especially, please contact either Dave Dane of 
Peter Neville at the meetings, or Peter Neville 
at 4 Copper Beeches, Witham Road, 
Isleworth, Middlesex TW7 4AW (telephone 
number 081 -847 0203, not too early in the day 
please) giving subject and prospective dates 
and we will do our best to accommodate. 
These could be instead of a general discussion 
but the latter are not merely unfilled slots but 
popular occasions in their own right so we are 
unwilling to relinquish too many. 


Red Rambles 

in Derbyshire 

Sunday 3rd July: Circular walk 
around Blackbrook Reservoir near 
junction 23 on Ml. Meet at roadside 
near Mount Bernard Abbey at 11am 
for 11..15 start. Walk guide Mick 
Hamilton. Length 5 miles approx. 

Sunday 7th August: Circular walk. 
Meet 11.30am for 11.45 start at 
centre of Great Longstone village, 
one mile north of Ashford in the 
Water. Walk guide Jon Simcock. 
Length 6-7 miles approx. 

Sunday 4th September: Circular 
walk. Meet centre of Ible village, one 
mile north of the Via Gellia near 
Cromford, 11.30am for 11.45 start. 
Length 4-5 miles approx. 

Telephone for further details 
0773-627513 


The Raven 

Anarchist Quarterly 

number 2? 
on 

‘Religion’ 

out now 


Back issues still available: 

24 - Science (1) 

23 - Spain / Emma Goldman 
22 - Crime 
21 - Feminism 

20 - Kropotkin’s 150th Anniversary 
19 - Sociology 
18 - Anthropology 
17 - Use of Land 
16 - Education (2) 

15 - Health 
14 - Voting 

13 - Anarchism in Eastern Europe 
12 - Communication 
11 - Class 

10 - Libertarian Education 
9 - Bakunin and Nationalism 
8 - Revolution 
7 - Emma Goldman 
6 - Tradition and Revolution 
5 - Spies for Peace 
4 - Computers and Anarchism 
3 - Surrealism (part 2) 

2 - Surrealism (part 1) 

1 - History of Freedom Press 

£3.00 each (post-free anywhere) 

from 

FREEDOM PRE!iS 

84b Whitechapel High Street 
London El 70X 


The London Group of the 


Anarchist 

Communist 

Federation 


meets weekly for 
activities and discussion 


Contact: 

ACF, c/o 84b Whifechapel High 
Street, London El 7QX 


Anarchosyndicalist 

Initiative 

Conference to take place 

7th - 20th July 1994 

Prague - Czech Republic 


Further details from Freedom Press: 
International Section 


FREEDOM AND THE | 

SUBSCRIPTlOv* 
RATES 1994 . 


mland 


abroad 

surface 


armaii 

Freedom (2A Issues) half price for 
Claimants 10.00 - 

14.rx) 2Z00 34.00 -L 

40.00 tf/f 




Regular 
institutiens 22.00 


30.00 


The Raven (4 issues) 

Claimants 10.00 

Regular 12.00 14.00 18.00 

Institutiens 18.00 2Z00 27.00 




Joint sub (24 x Freedom StixTheg^ 
Qaimants 18.00 - _ _ 

Regular 24.00 34.00 


50.00 


Bundle subs for Freedom (12 issa) 

uiUnd ssroKi xn 


2 copies X 12 
5 copies X 12 
10 copies X 12 


1200 

26.00 

50.00 


13.00 ns 
3100 44i. 
6000 jiv 


Other bundle sizes on application 


k 

P 


Giro account numba 58 2946905 
All prices in £ sterlu^ 
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SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

To Freedom Press in Angel Alley, 84b WTiitechapd Higb Stmt 

London El 7QX 

□ I am a subscriber, please renew my sub to Freedom for_issues 

□ Please renew my joint subscription to Freedom and The Raven 
Q Make my sub to Freedom into a joint sub starting with number 25 otTheBss* 

□ I am not yet a subscriber, please enter my sub to Freedom for- 

and The Raven for...issues starting with number 25 

□ I would like the following back numbers of The Raven at £3 per copy pos* ^ 
.(numbers 1 to 24 ate available) 

D I enclose a donation to Freedom Fortnightly Fighting / Freedom Press Ovedw*^ ^ 
Raven Deficit Fund (delete as applicable) j wjjj 

.-.h,; 
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I enclose £.payment 

Name. 


Adekess. 
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